
 

Dear Rainier Middle School and High School parents and students, 

 

As we are quickly approaching the start of the 2020/2021 school year, I know there are lots of 

questions and some apprehension as to what the school year with remote learning will look 

like.  While our staff was keeping their fingers crossed that we would be able to start the school 

year with face-to-face instruction, unfortunately that is not the situation we find ourselves in. I 

want to assure everyone that we have been working diligently to make sure we are prepared to 

deliver a quality remote learning experience.  Our teachers have been exploring multiple virtual 

resources and strategies to ensure that we do our best to meet the needs of our students and 

families.   While I can imagine that there will be some bumps along the way, I am very 

optimistic that we will meet the challenges that lie ahead.  I am looking forward to engaging 

with our students and getting the 2020/2021 school year under way! 

To start, I would like to explain the changes in expectations from last school year to the start of 

this school year.  When the state ordered the shutdown last spring, we were under directive 

from the Office of our State Superintendent that we were to provide learning opportunities for 

students and that grades could not be negatively impacted.  While we did our best to 

encourage participation, it often felt like teachers were pushing out work and students could 

opt to participate or not. Unfortunately, parents were thrust into the role of having to fill in the 

gaps.  

Last spring was definitely not an ideal scenario but it was what all schools in the state had to 

work with due to how fast schools had to shut down.  Now that everyone has had some time to 

prepare, the state has some new guidelines that districts must follow.  The most impactful 

changes to this year’s remote learning requirements is that student participation and 

attendance is now mandated.  We will now have a regular schedule and students will be 

expected to be engaged on a daily basis.  Students will also receive grades much like they would 

if they were in a traditional classroom setting.   

With the new attendance and grading expectations, our students can look forward to seeing 

more in-person instruction and interactions with our teachers.  All of the middle and high 

school teachers will be utilizing Google Classroom as a common platform and will make use of 

technology such as Zoom and Google Meet to consistently interact with their students.  While 

we will encourage our students to login to their Google Classroom for each of their classes 

during the scheduled time frame, we understand that it may not always be realistic.  Students 



that have other commitments or families with multiple siblings competing for internet service 

will need to login at another time that day to participate in the day’s activities.  Attendance 

requirements will be met by a student taking part in a teacher’s video session and/or 

participating in daily activities for each class.  The following is the remote learning schedule that 

we are going to start the school year with: 

 

Remote Learning Class Schedule  

2020-2021 

8:30-9:00              1st Period 
 Passing time   9:00-9:05 
9:05-9:35                       2nd Period 
 Passing time   9:35-9:40  
9:40-10:10            3rd Period 
         Passing time            10:10-10:15  
10:15-10:45   4th Period  
 Passing time   10:45-10:50 
10:50-11:20     5th Period 
 Passing time   11:20-11:25 
11:25-11:55   6th Period  
LUNCH   11:55-1:00 
1:00-3:00 Support and Enrichment & Office Hours by Appointment  

 

Having anticipated that we would likely see some remote learning during the school year, our 

district has purchased enough Chromebooks to ensure that all students that need one will have 

one.  We will have our first Chromebook pickup time this Friday, August 21st from 6:00 to 7:30 

for anyone who would like to pick one up. High school students please go the high school office 

and middle school students to the middle school office.  We have also been attempting to make 

sure that all of our families have internet access and are exploring the option of providing 

hotspots in areas throughout our community.   

We are also working on a method of distributing textbooks and class supplies next week. We 

will inform everyone as soon as we finalize the details.  There still are many textbooks that 

students checked out last year that we need to collect so students can utilize them this year.  If 

you have any textbooks, please make it a priority to drop them off this week.  We will have 

drop off carts in front of the middle school and high school that will be there from 8:30 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. this week. Students that still have a checked-out Chromebook from last spring are 

encouraged to hold on to and utilize that Chromebook for this year.   



Student class schedules will be available by checking Skyward on August 24th.  If you are unable 

to login to your Skyward account, please contact the office of the attending school.  Rainier 

Middle School- (360) 446-2206, Rainier High School- (360) 446-2205. 

I have appreciated everyone’s flexibility during this time and I am hopeful that I was able to 

answer some of your questions.  I look forward to the start of the school year and please let me 

know if you need anything or would like more clarification.  There will be more messages to 

follow so please continue to monitor your emails and listen for automatic calls from the school 

district. 

 

Thank you, 

 

John Beckman 

Rainier Middle School and High School Principal 

beckmanj@rainier.wednet.edu 

(360) 446-2205 
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